It seems rather a curious thing that of all the other arts and sciences, such as engineering, teaching, music, architecture and the church, that might occasionally be found to attract medical men who are looking for new worlds to conquer, the senior branch of the Law, that of the Bar, is the one which appeals to them most often. Perhaps it is because the practice of these two professions is concerned with the frailties and aberrations of human conduct that medical men sometimes find themselves attracted by the problems which concern the lawyer in his daily life.
The Bar finals take place four times annually. Scattered The subjects of the examinations are : (i) Roman Law, which is the foundation of most civilized codes ; (ii) Constitutional Law; (iii) Criminal Law; (iv) The Law of Evidence and Procedure, and (v) the final examinations consisting of Common Law and Equity with two special subjects, one of mine being Bankruptcy Law. I have had occasion since to consider it was very appropriate.
The student who merely wishes to qualify on the book, so to speak, need do no more than attend lectures. But those who wish to practise for a living will certainly go into the Courts which are open to them and see something first-hand of the practice of Law there. In addition, they will read in the Chambers of some busy junior at a cost of say a hundred guineas for six months. This is rather like the old apprentice system for medical students. It shows one the practical side of the work in a barrister's office, and it is a sine qua non for anyone wishing to practise. The curriculum thus outlined for qualifying at the Bar is obviously a very different proposition from that of graduation in Medicine. The whole period of study occupies three years of four terms a year. together. The present trend of social and health legislation makes it probable that this field will be greatly enlarged in the years to come.
